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I n 1857, Daniel B. Wesson and his partDcr Horae
Smith founded a handgun-manufacturing firm whose name
has become synonymous.with "revolver." Now, another
Daniel Wesson, the great grandson of S&W's founder,
is about to write another chapter in American firearms
history. After many years of experience with Smith &
Wesson, he has founded his own firm, with a plant ai
Monson, Mass.; in addit ion to marketing a l ine of
double shotguns and air rifles, this brand new company
wil l  soon offer shooters a unique new high-quali ty dou-
ble-action revolver.

I'll say more about the handgun later, but first let's
take a look at the air rifles and shotguns, which are
also highly interesting-and which are already being
shipped to dealers. Instead of manufacturing all of these
arms in the United States (where the cost of tooling
up for such an operation can be fantastic), Dan Wesson
has chosen to make only the revolver here and to im-
port the shotguns and air rifles from the Brno Works
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in Czcchoslovakia. This Czech company is an en
vcry modern industrial complex which has long
a reputation for turning out high-quality military
sporting arms of all kinds

The first gun I tried out was the Model 620
rifle. This is a full-sized, .177 single-shot that sellr
a modest $19.95. I t 's a break'open model with a

ed-bead front sight and an open rear that is
justable for elevation and can be set for windage

tapping it to one side or the other with a drift.

pistol-grip stock is made of densely grained beech

and is uncheckered.
The factory states that the velocity of the .l'17

fired from this gun is 540 fps. However, when I

l0 shots through my Avtron chronograph, the

speed turned out to be higher-640 ,fps-which is
moving for an air rifle. After some experimen
with different brands of ammunition, I discovered

the Model 620 "likes" Hy-Score pellets best, and rl
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r n Wesson, the founder and president 0f the nsw arms.r, is shown here at his desk holding a Modei 4g double. Before
: - ding to import these arms, he tested them exhaustivelv.

.  shoot ing  f rom a  rcs t ,  {  go t  f i ve-s l lo t  g !oups  t l ta t
iagcd r i t - inch* -wh ich  le i l vcs  no  roont  a t  a l l  fo r  eom-
nt .  

' [he  
on ly  th ing  t r  found to  c r i t i c izc  was thc  gun"s

- :c r ,  wh ich  cou ld  have bccn c leane r -b re  ak i i rg .  l - {ow,
.  i lan  Wesson to ld  rne  tha t  a  ncw and be t te r  t r ig -
i rcchan ism has  a l ready  L lccn  r les ignc tJ ,  anc l  i s  be ing
, :pora led  in to  these a i r  g i l i t s .

I  he  secoud a i l  r i f le  the  f i im o f ic rs  rs  the  l \ ioc lc l  61 . t r ,
- l r  i s  s in rp ly  a  sca led-dc lvn  re rs io r . r  o1  thc  6 r :0"  Ide :L l
; o u n g  s h o o t e r s ,  i t  s e l l s  f o r  o n l l ' S l . { . 9 5  a n d  u e i g l i s
r f re  3  t i t  pounds.  The spec tnren  {  les ted  tu rnee l  in
nch,  f i ve-shot  spreads  a t  30  fee t  no t  as  gooc l
re  620,  bu t  no t  bad,  e i ther .  Both  o f  t l i esc  a i r  r i f ' i es
.c r ia l l y  numbered and corne  w i th  fac to ry  s igh i ing- rn

- . ' : . ,  They ' re  so l td ,  no-nonsense arms tha t  a ie  g rea l
. - . .  t o  s a y  t h e  l c a s t .
i , .  i  mcnt ioned ear l ie r ,  Dan Wesson Arms is  a lso

r i ing  Brno-made shotguns ,  an  over , /under  and a
- . r - r ide"  The over funder  i s  the  Mode l  201 in  a  f ie ld
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B c t h t h e l \ 4 o d e l 2 0 l  a n C  M o i l e  - t ! t  :  r : : t  r s r v e i e q i v e l r r :
t ho rou i ; h  w0 rkou i  0n  t he  pa t ' i e r r l ng  boa rc  r i t 6 - r e  e r rns  i l r e  t es t , f i ned
a t  t he  f ac t0 r y ,  and  t he  resu l t s  a re  ma r - keC  c r r  i he t ! . r a ! - t 0ns

ve rs i r : n  and  202  i n  shee i  s t y l e .  { t  eon tes  i n  [ 2 -gauge
on l y ,  r v c i ghs  seven  t r l ounds  and  cos t s  $ i 99 .95  ($60  r i r o r c
i f  boug i ' l t  w i l h  i n t cnchangcab l r  s kcc t .  a r c t r  f j e l t J  ba , r r c r s t .
I h t  i i c ] r l  ba r r c l s  a r -e  28  i nc i t c s  l ong  a l l c l  a re  eho l  r . i
n ro r -1 i { i ec l  anc t r  f u l l ,  wh i t c  r l . hc  skee i  ban rc l s  a ro  t .wu  rn l i - r L .
sho r l r : r ,  choked  skee [  anc ]  skee t .  anc i  f ea l u r i ng  a ! l  l n i { , , L ,  .

n ruzz l e  bnake .  t so th  r , r r s i ons  o f  t he  gun  ha r r  ; r  . r  -
bcac l  on  a  so i i r l  r i L l .

L i l ; r : -  t he  f amous  (bu t  l ong ,  d i scon i i nu r : i . )  . . ,  r .
N4odei  I i  doirb ic-  : lnc i  ' lhe i inc Gclutal , t ' r rur , :  i . .

t he  ,Dan  Wesson  l 0 i  anc l  lO f  r i i i r z r  r  . l  , .

b l ock  t ha l :  l o cks  i n t o  i he  t op  s l c i r - -  r i  L | .
t hc  gun  i s  e l oscc l .  f  t  i s  a  ve r y ,  v r i \ ,  r " " t  r , . . !
l ;  

" r n , p l , ,  
. t r c t ' h  r " r i : , , ,  r \  ,  , o , . .

and thc Kreighof i ,  both L-r i '  Lr  I  r r l r

ah i i i f y  t o  f ake  t he  repea te  r i  i r , ' i . r
pe t i t i on .  f he  mar . : i l : i i t r : - , - i t  I
f ; i  t l f '  \ ,  o . - .  i i  l t  r

t l c n e  e L  i , J { : h  i ,  1 . . ,
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fb Jaf fff i r of the strongsst
t!r--.dbarployed
r r * t D*l cdtp€tition arms.

{-}: ! :<: -nurual feature rests in the double tr iggers.

Tlr : . .r :  : : :Eder * i t l  f i re both barrels i f  you pul l  i t

: .  - :  1. r i- , i l  ) !)L ha\e in effect is a double- and/or

i : i :€*:: : ! !r : .C gun-take 1'our choice'

T:r d*y :;  a pushbulton in the front of the tr igger

Errrc. r t+::  r :  : l rcamllned lersion of the safety on
thc (ir:r:c i.:1 r-: :i:1.. The stock is made of European
u ab..: .  t : . j  :r  c:-! ' .ar,-e d br a generous amount of
rr cil c recuic€ 3ltir-Lr--r c: :l!.

Tlc g.u: I  ice;:<; : . . :  : : : t ing uas taken from a
srac l  o f  JOi ' r  - : : : "<  f )a : ,  \ \e r>on garehouse.  Each o f
thc:. guni rr ao.i : . : : . t  r :  : :< : .ctor1 (at 39 yards) and
the re>ults are rr: ; :cr o.: :-€ c:. :  " . :  lhc shipping carton.
Accordrng to :h,c : .5€:. : ,r  gr. h.r i  >cored 76 percent

from thc top trar=- l : . ' i  
-- :  i :" . : :  : i ' . r  burl tom one. The

skeet barrel:  rn i ix i<:.  Fa::c::cd a: l i  lards rather

than -19. frrc. l  t l  pc!.r: :  e:c 
- l  p:; t : :

\ \ 'hi le rn thc'.arghoula. I  r^.t  lc\r i \  s-Ll e \ todel .19,

Dan \\ 'esson':  :rdc-b1-:rdc , io"t, lc T::t  : .  3 ion\ en-
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Above,
JohnWatr-f
breaking th
double.Tl*rr
t s a
and is higldV
rsminiscfita
fine Parker
Atleft,Watrrr
draws a
targstwithb
Model20l
which prordr
havefinehrQ
qualitios and
consistsnl

t ional sidelock gun that comes with extractors

$169.95 or auto ejectors for $30 more. It 's offercd
l2-gauge only, has 28-inch barrels choked modified

full and utilizes double triggers. The sight is a

bead on a solid rib, and the safety is located oo

tang. You have a choice of a pistol-grip stock or

English-style straight grip. In either case, the

is made of European walnut, and is nicely hand-ch

ed. This gun has an especial ly good feel to i t ,  aod

somewhat reminiscent of the fine Parker doubles

still bring pangs of longing to hardened scattergu

I was extremely fortunate in that my visit to

Dan Wesson factory in Monson, Mass., was a st

on a trip to Canada. After I picked up the two sm

bores, I  drove to the town of Granby, Quebec'

at the Mawcook Shooting Club, I  turned both

over to Roger Leroux, the club's president and a

fr iend of mine. My instruct ions to Roger were si

"Shoot  'em a  lo t . "
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At top, Jaff Williams runs a velocity check on the Model 820 air rifle, using an Avtron chronograph.
It showed a very respectable 640 fps. Abovs, John Waterson and his son fire tha Model 820
and 624 air rifle. The latter is a scaled-down version of the 620, and is designed for youngstors.

lr- --

Which was done. Over the course of an entire week-
:rd, the two guns were f ired by men, women and chi l-
-: :-en, using at least three brands of shel ls and three shot
..zcs. The guns were f ired at trap and skeet targets,
. ,rd at a patterning board. They were f ield-str ipped and
:ut back together again by several shooters. I  would
:.ress that they received about three years' wear in the
-:urse of that Saturday and Sunday. The verdict,  from
., number of highly experienced shooters who had been

r5erving the guns, was unanimous: damn good.
But the biggest news at Dan Wesson wil l  undoubtedly

-j  a new handgun designed by the founder of the com-
::n) and manufactured at the Monson, Mass., factory.
.  r is wi l l  be a high-quali ty double-action revolver in
:5- Magnum (which means i t  wi l l  also take .38 Spe-

- . ls) and wil l  bear a price tag comparable to com-
:  : : i t rve  domest ic  a rms.

The real ly intr iguing part is that this gun wil l  have
, ' .cral new and unique features-what they are is st i l l

,!4,,

er, and should f ind a welcome in a ,; :
racks. This is not surprising for. 3: D:: l
s e l f  s a y s  i n  t h e  c a t a l o g ,  " l  h a r e : ! . : . :  r .
the  f i rearms bus iness  and repr r - ' c : . : : : . i  - -  '  - :  :  :
o f  a  g u n - m a k i n g  f a m i l l .  : o  L : - '  t : :  :  - ' :  -  - :  i  j

to  judge the  qua l i t ie  :  . . :
an  unders ta tement  l

'3

:l
{ - ' -  r

' { rt:.

a company secret, but from the mystery surrounding
the gun, they should be real ly unusual. The revolrers
should be reaching dealers'  shelves short ly after 1ou
read this, and I have no doubt they wil l  prore to be
a breath of fresh air in a f ield of f i rearms developmr': :
tha t  needs  i t .  GUNS AND HUNTING wi l l  tes t  anJ  : : -
por t  on  th is  gun as  soon as  i t  becomes ar  r i . " ; . r

Dan Wesson l \rms is off  to a f ine starl .  \  - '
want  to  ge t  the  new f i rm 's  smal l  bu t  impres ' r r . "  , . . : '  :
a t  your  dea le r  o r  by  wr i t ing  to  Dan Wesson \ : ; - ' . -  -  -  '

S .  Ma in  S t . ,  Monson,  Mass . ,  01057.  The g- : . .  r  ' '  - -
are outstanding values, designed for the A.:: ; :  - , . '
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