Model 740VS _
-357 M:?aximielm- e

hese Handgun
Accurate?.....

= -.:--_.'_“:'Aceordmg to the company 's des;gners, the answer is the feature that
~ _many thought would lead to inaccuracy: the screw-in, mterchangeable
barrel system. Several other significant design features are not unique
~ Dan Wesson guns, but the process of combining them into one refined
- package is. The end resuit: the wmmngest revolver in lHMSA htst_

IF ACCURACY is ‘what you prize most in a DA revolver, the revolver you should try is a
- Dan Wesson. Without equwocation Dan Wesson Arms manufactures the most a(:-_. rate

" --..regular-productmn revolvers in the world. ' L
Before all the fans of Smith & Wesson, Ruger, Colt, etc., get bent out af shape, 1et
assure you that I am not saying that each and every smgle Dan Wesson DA revolver ]
every caliber is more accurate than each and every revolver produced by its competitor:
Any individual S&W, Ruger, Colt, etc., may well be more accurate than an individual

'.Dan Wesson. Moreover, there are partlcular models and calibers of revolvers fmm ma '
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manufacturers that stand out as excep-
tional performers in their class—Smith
& Wesson's extremely accurate L-frame
series of “Distinguished Combat Mag-
nums” in .357 Magnum chambering
comes to mind, as does Colt’s famed .357
Python.

In terms of overall product line, in all
models, all chamberings, and all varia-
tions, however, Dan Wesson revolvers
simply stand head and shoulders above
the rest when it comes to accuracy. I real-
ize this is a strong statement, but the evi-
dence is overwhelming.

In many ways, it’s difficult to establish
statistically significant accuracy com-
parisons between handguns when using
only a limited number of samples from
each and firing them at the relatively
close ranges commonly associated with
conventional handgun uses. If you put
representative samples of premium-
grade revolvers from any of the major
manufacturers into a reliable machine
rest and fire them all with the same lot
of known consistent ammunition at a 20-
vard target, all will probably place the
bullets into a ragged hole, and the differ-
ences in actual average group size
wouldn’t be great enough to be worth not-
ing. The same will probably be true at 25
yards, 30 yards—maybe even 40 yards.
But by the time you get out to 50 yards
and beyond, any differences that exist
among these revolvers will start to be-
come very apparent, and the winner will
be easy to discern.

Of course, such an individual compar-
ison will only tell you which of those in-
dividual revolvers is the most consistent
with a particular load. You can’t con-
clude—if the Ruger happens to beat the
Colt—that all Rugers, even of a particu-
lar model firing a particular load, will be
more accurate than all Colts of a partic-
ular model firing a particular load. You
would have to fire several thousand
rounds of many different types of ammu-
nition through hundreds of individual
guns before any reliable conclusion could
be reached as to whether one manufac-
turer’s product was more likely to be a
better performer.

I know of no shooter who has the time
or resources to do this. I don’t know any
full-time gun writers or firearms consul-
tants who do. Very few handgun manu-
facturers do this. But there is one group
of shooters that does. These shooters fire
thousands of rounds of many kinds of fac-
tory and handloaded ammunition through
hundreds of individual models and con-
figurations of production-grade hand-
guns from all the major manufacturers
at target distances that begin at 50
meters and reach out to 200 meters. They
do it week in and week out, year round,
year after year. They are the handgun
metallic silhouette shooters, and at last
count, there were nearly 40,000 of them.

After years of this kind of shooting by
a large sample of handgun enthusiasts
who compete at local, state, regional, and
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Dan Wesson Arms
revolvers come in
stainless or blue and
with a variety of
barrel shroud styles.

Click-adjustable

rear sight with a
white outline notch
and a wide-spur,
target-style hammer
are standard features.

h 4

All Dan Wesson target-style revolvers
come with an adjustable trigger stop.

Pistol Pacs

provide shooters with
full selection of bar-
rels and accessories.

Modular construction
translates into easy
takedown, maintenance.

h 4
BIC i
Hammer R_ear Interchangeable
L Assembly _. T Sight A"Frunt Sight Blade :
Pivot Assembly B
Pin

i '
-\Shrnuu !

g8 Locating Pin

Bolt Plunger Bolt
Spring

Cylinder/Crane

Trigger Guard Assembly

Assembly




annual international championships,
what if one particular make of revolver
is the overwhelming choice of the great
majority of these shooters? What if that
make of revolver captured 70 to 80 per-
cent of the top places in the highest cat-
egories of this competition year after
year at the world championships of the
sport. And what if that make of gun had
to earn its way to that position by outper-
forming already-established competing
guns because it had not been available
when the sport got its start? It seems to
me you'd have persuasive evidence that
this particular brand of revolver is more
accurate (not to mention durable and
reliable) than its competition.

Well, that brand of revolver is Dan
Wesson.

In the Production Revolver Category at
the 1985 International Handgun Metal-
lic Silhouette Association (IHMSA)
championships held last August at Ida-
ho Falls, Idaho, Dan Wesson revolvers
won eight of the top 10 places (including
the first four) and 15 of the top 20 at the
highest “International Class” level of
shooter skill. Of the 60 shooters who rep-
resented the top 10 at each of the six clas-
sified skill levels (C Class, B Class, etc.),
there were 30 shooters using Dan Wes-
son guns—exactly as many as all other
brands used combined. That’s an impres-
sive record.

And it has been much the same for sev-
eral years (see the accompanying chart).
At the 1984 IHMSA championships, Dan
Wesson held seven of the top 10 and 16

Switching
| barrels and
setting the
B/C gauge

| can be done

of the top 20 places in Production Revolv-
er Category, again including first
through fourth place. In 1983, when I
was able to witness the IHMSA champi-
onships in Phoenix, Arizona, Dan Wes-
son claimed seven of the top 10 and 11 of
the top 20 places among Production Re-
volvers, this time including first through
fifth place. No other revolver even comes
close to challenging this record.

My own experience with Dan Wessons
really began in November 1980, when I
had the opportunity to review a prepro-
duction sample of the big Model 44 .44
Magnum that was introduced to the pub-
lic a short time later (“The New Model
44 —Dan Wesson’s Amazing .44 Magnum
DA Revolver,” March 1981). In misera-
bly damp and blustery late fall weather,
Iran nearly 1200 rounds of five-shot, 50-
yard groups of 10 different varieties of
commercial .44 Magnum ammunition
through four different six- and eight-inch
barrels on the gun.

I am not a particularly outstanding
marksman. I don’t shoot very well off-
hand, and I'm not a quick shot. What I do
have is the patience and concentration
necessary to sit down and spend days fir-
ing carefully controlled groups from a
benchrest. There were no scope mount
systems then available for the Dan Wes-
son Model 44, so I did the best I could
with a six o’clock hold on a large bullseye
with the factory metallic sights.

I was astounded by the results. Using
240-grain JHP loads from Federal, CCI
Speer, and S&W, I started getting consis-

10th Place: Model 40 .357 Super Mag
NOTE: Dan Wesson claimed eight of top

NOTE: Dan Wesson claimed seven of top
10 and 6 of top 20 places

Dan Wesson Revolver Performance
IHMSA Championships

Revolver Category/-

International Class Competition

1st Place: Model 40 .357 Super Mag
2nd Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
3rd Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
4th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
6th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
7th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
9th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum

10 and 15 of top 20 places.

1st Place: Model 40 .357 Super Mag
2nd Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum

3rd Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum

4th Place: Model 40 .357 Super Mag
6th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
8th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum
9th Place: Model 44 .44 Magnum

5 ESuper Mag

3rd Place; |
4th Place:
5th Place:
7th Place: Mo_ -
9th Place: Model 40 .357 Super Mag

NOTE: Dan Wesson claimed seven of top

10 and 11 of top 20 places.

tent 1.5- and 1.75-inch groups. This was
as good or better than [ was accustomed
to getting with that ammo from a scoped
14-inch T/C Contender solid-breech sin-
gle shot. Since then, with a 4X scope on
the gun and some barrel-specific hand-
loads, I have managed to print one-inch
(two MOA), center-to-center, 50-yard
groups when I take the time to work at it.

I concluded my evaluation at that time
by saying the Dan Wesson Model 44 may
be the most accurate standard-produc-
tion .44 Magnum revolver ever built and
predicting it “should soon become one of
the foremost hunting and silhouette
handguns in America.” Considering how
many top 10 slots it holds in the IHMSA
rankings chart, [ obviously wasn’t stick-
ing my neck out very far.

Nor is Dan Wesson’s pre-eminence
among revolvers limited to the big .44
Magnum and .357 Maximum chamber-
ings. A 1979 survey of guns used in local
IHMSA matches nationwide showed the
Dan Wesson Model 15 was the top-
ranking revolver among silhouette
shooters using the .357 Magnum. Such
remains the case today. The Dan Wesson
.41 Magnum is also the most winning
revolver among those who shoot sil-
houette with this caliber, and the Dan
Wesson Model 22 is the top revolver in
[HMSA .22 rimfire competition. It’s sim-
ple: Dan Wesson sweeps the board for
long-range precision revolver accuracy.

What is it about the way Dan Wesson
revolvers are designed and manufac-
tured that makes them so notably superi-
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Author is impressed by the accuracy
of DW regular-production revolvers.

or? The answer, according to the design
engineers, is ironically the very feature
of the Dan Wesson revolver that in its in-
fancy was popularly regarded as the
thing that would make it inaccurate: the
screw-in, interchangeable barrel system.

Most shooters know how the Dan Wes-
son barrels work. To remove the barrel
to switch it for a longer or shorter one,
yvou unscrew the barrel nut from the
muzzle, slide off the barrel shroud, and
unscrew the barrel from the frame (with
only finger pressure needed). To put a
barrel on, screw it into the frame with
your hand until it snugs lightly up
against the .006-inch barrel/cylinder
(B/C) gauge that comes with each gun
{only finger pressure needed); then slip
on your choice of shroud (three basic
styles and weights) and tighten the bar-
rel nut down firmly with the wrench that
also comes with each gun. It takes about
one minute. .

At first thought, it would seem that
such a “loosely” attached barrel could not
possibly provide precisely consistent
long-range accuracy, but the Dan Wes-
son barrel is actually more stable than

conventional permanently attached bar-
rels.

Dan Wesson engineers explain it this
way: all firearm barrels flex, whip, and
vibrate as bullets pass down their bores
in discharge. (If you watched slow-motion
film of a sporter-weight centerfire rifle
barrel as the bullet speeds down its bore,
you would see it writhe like a snake.)
Conventional barrel attachments secure
only the breech end to the receiver or
frame. The Dan Wesson barrel is held in
place both at the breech and at the muz-
zle by the enclosing shroud and barrel

SPECIFICATIONS
Dan Wesson Arms

Model 740-VS
_.357 Super Mag DA Revolver

.....Dan Wesson Arms

Man;ifac't;ﬁfe'r
e 293 Main St.

Double action

Caliber . ... ... .. . .357 Maximum/357
e : Magnum/.38 Special

. Barellength .- . .. . ......B inches
- Overall length. . ... .. . ... 14.375 inches
. Weight, empty . ... . .. ......B4 ounces
- Safety...........Internal hammerhlock

Sights . ... ... Click-adjustable rear
= with interchangeable notch

: widths; interchangeable
e L front blade
Sight radius . . ... .. .. .. .10.375 inches

~ Rifling ... .. .6 grooves, 1:18.75 RH twist
- Stocks .- ... .. ...Smooth walnut target
: Eartidgecapacity: ... .. 6
= sk o . ... .. Safin stainless steel
~ Variations, ... ... . 6- and 10-inch barrels;
: e VH shrouds available
- Distributor . ... ......Dan Wesson Arms
cPnee L L $426t0$482
~ Remarks .. . ... .. Extra barrel standard

~ with gun; VS shroud allows
revolver to meet IHMSA

Production Category

weight limit
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nut. The result is a more secure founda-
tion, less barrel vibration, and less vari-
ation in the flexing of the barrel from
round to round. The result is better ac-

curacy.

Like most technical realities I've en-
countered in firearms and ballistic en-
gineering, this seems to go against com-
mon sense . . . but it sure works.

Dan Wesson’s technical staff points to
other design features as contributors to
superior accuracy. One is the width of the
B/C gap, which can be carefully and pre-
cisely controlled —and altered —by screw-
ing the barrel slightly in or out. Anoth-
er factor is that the cylinder/crane assem-
bly locks shut to the frame with its latch
in the crane itself, not at the rear of the
cylinder alone (Colt) or at the rear of the
cylinder and the front of the ejector rod
(Smith & Wesson).

The benefit of the crane-latch system
(which was pioneered on S&W’s classic

Triple-Lock .44 Special revolvers) is that
it holds the crane tightly against the
frame in firing. Systems that latch the
cylinder only at its rear or in conjunction
with the ejector rod allow the crane to
move slightly away from the frame un-
der stress. This results in varied cham-
ber alignment with the barrel and loss of




consistency inround-to-round accuracy.

Another point contributing to Dan
Wesson accuracy is that the barrels are
“choke bored.” Without going into over-
ly technical detail, a choke-bored barrel
is slightly larger in actual bore diameter
at its breech than at its muzzle. This
results in an increasingly tight engage-
ment of the rifling with the bullet as it
moves toward the muzzle. By deliberate-
ly choke-boring a barrel, a manufacturer
ensures that the bore will not (through
variation in tolerance ranges) actually
wind up being bigger at the muzzle than
at the breech—which would result in the
barrel being “looser” around the bullet
the farther along it moved and inferior
rifling stabilization.

Final points Dan Wesson feels signifi-
cant are that the rifling of its barrels is
broached, resulting in very sharp and
crisp edges to the lands and grooves—and
better “bite” on the bullet—and, of course,
fine quality control in production to

turned in this five-shot group at 50 yards.

make sure all these design elements are
well executed in individual guns.

It should be noted that none of these
features (except the screw-in, inter-
changeable barrels) are unique to Dan
Wesson revolvers. Other companies’
guns are choke bored, others have
broached rifling—Ruger’s Redhawk, to

cite one example, latches the cylinder at
the crane— and good quality control in
manufacturing is common throughout
the industry. But no revolvers besides
Dan Wesson’s have all these ingredients
in one refined package, and the conse-
quences are obvious. The average Dan
Wesson centerfire revolver is capable of
putting 10 consecutive shots into a tar-
get the size of the killing zone of an
average-size whitetail deer at 200
meters.

To use the current phrase, Dan Wesson
revolvers are also particularly “user-
friendly.” The interchangeable barrel
system does not exactly allow you to have
“several guns for the price of one,” but it
does enable you to have a short, long, or
even longer barreled revolver in various
weights and balances for a lot less than
it would cost to buy each separately.

“Interchangeability” marks the entire
Dan Wesson design system. In addition
to the barrels, the front sight blades on

45




Dan Wesson Arms DA Revolvers: Models And Variations

; . 8-2/8-28
.38 Special 92 2%,4,6,8
708 2%, 4,6
708 2%, 4,6, 8

.357 Magnum 4

.357 Maximum 40
(357 Super Mag) 740
44

SHROUD STYLE
ABBREVIATIONS:

4,86,8, 10
S: Standard

V: Vent (standard shroud with a ventilated rib)
VH: Vent Heavy (shroud with a ventilated rib and a fulllength under lug)

- Adjustable  Brite Blue
Adjustable Satin Stainless

Satin Blue/-

Fixed Brite Blue

Adjustable  Brite Blue
Fixed  Satin Stainless
Adjustable Satin Stainless

58.5 (V)
58.5 (V)

Adjustable  Brite Blue
Adjustable Satin Stainless

Adjustable  Brite Blue
Adjustable Satin Stainless

. $272.30-$340.95 3507.75-3672.05
06.55-$381.95 $580.15-5744.30

$219.35:9248.50 $375.85-930595
§272.30-5423.90 $507.75-$672.05
$263.65-$265.40

$426.35-6482.05

6.8 $373.50-5431.05 !
6,8 $416.05-5473.55 $675.7

*Pistol Pacs are availahle in any shroud styles per model.

VS: Vent Slotted (standard shroud with a vent rib and slots for weight reduction; Models 40 and 748, eight-inch barrel only)

the shrouds are quickly interchangeable
and are available with a variety of col-
ored, high-visibility inserts and in vari-
ous heights of plain black Patridge-style
blades for long-range shooting. The grip
stocks are also easily interchangeable
and slip over a small stud protruding
from the rear of the frame. This allows
more flexibility in the size and shape of
the stocks than does a revolver with a
grip frame that has the approximate
dimensions of the stock. Dan Wesson
offers several shapes, sizes, and materi-
al-styles of grips under its own label, as
well as an inletted stock blank the shoot-
er can whittle down to suit himself.

Add to this versatility that allows the
individual shooter to practically “cus-
tomize” a Dan Wesson to his own tastes
the fact that Dan Wesson revolvers tend
to be somewhat heavier and more mas-
sive overall than other manufacturers’
guns in the same calibers, qualities that
moderate apparent recoil and make the
Dan Wessons more pleasant to shoot. Al-
so throw in such niceties as a precision
click-adjustable rear sight with a visible
white-outline notch, an adjustable over-
travel stop for the trigger, and an aver-
age single-action trigger pull that rivals
the classic “breaking-glass” Smith &
‘Wesson letoff for crispness, and you have
a package serious revolver shooters will
find hard to resist.

All these features are common to all
models of Dan Wesson revolvers, with
the exception of the “service-style”
Models 8, 708, 14, and 714 in .38 Special
and .357 Magnum, which have fixed
sights, noninterchangeable front blades,
and a limited selection of barrel shroud
styles. The list of Dan Wesson models
and variations is extensive (see accom-
panying chart). Chamberings include .22
Long Rifle, .22 Magnum, .38 Special,
.357 Magnum, .357 Maximum, .41 Mag-
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num, and .44 Magnum. There was also
a limited run of massive .375 USA Mag-
nums made in 1984 for sale to [HMSA
members only. Slated to be added to this
list at the beginning of this year is a .32
H&R Magnum model.

In terms of chamberings, barrels,
lengths, and shroud styles alone, there
are over 170 different Dan Wesson re-
volver configurations available, and
when you throw in all the possible com-
binations of grip and sight systems, the
number of variations is mind boggling.
Prices? The recommended retail runs
from about $220 for the most basic, no-
frills .38 or .357 Magnum service model
to about $720 ot $750 for a “Pistol Pac”
in one of the stainless-steel magnum
models that contains four barrels,

shrouds, and different grips and accesso-
ries in a luggage-style case.

With all of the factors that the Dan
Wesson revolvers have going for them,
it’s unfortunate the company has been
suffering from a bit of an “image prob-
lem” during the last couple of years—a
problem that had nothing to do with the
quality of the product—with rumors
about the health of the business itself. It

is damned hard for a small firearms man-
ufacturer to make a go of things in to-
day’s economy, no matter how good the
guns—or accessories—it produces, not to
mention the incredible expense all sec-
tors of the gun industry have to bear in
insuring themselves against the hail-
storm of frivolous product-liability
lawsuits.

The list of well-known and highly
regarded firearms manufacturers who
have been forced to close their doors con-
tinues to grow, including High Standard,
Sterling Arms, and, most recently, Ran-
dall Arms—not to mention the firearms
divisions (Winchester, for example) of
some conglomerates (Olin, for example)
that have been sold off for what the par-
ent company viewed as low profitability.

Dan Wesson's
.22s offer RF
fans equally
fine accuracy.

So when Dan Wesson Arms took a low-
visibility profile about 18 months past in
terms of advertising and attendance at
the major national firearms trade shows
and conventions, many members of the
shooting fraternity concluded the compa-
ny was about to join those other small
gunmakers who have gone the way of the

(Continued on Page 94)



Dan Wesson
(Continued from Page 46)

passenger pigeon.

Not true. .

It is true that Dan Wesson Arms has
gone through a period of economic stress

. as has the entire handgun industry.
And it is also true that some parts of the
.Dan Wesson operation (speed and re-
sponsiveness in customer service and
repairs) were not as effective as either
the company or its consumers wished,
which gave rise to a certain amount of
grumbling by shooters who found it was
taking several months to cycle a gun
needing service through the factory re-
pair center.

But it also appears the company has
been able to weather the storm and come
out in a productive position. Last fall, at
the invitation of Dan Wesson Arms’
president Bob McWilliams, ST editor
Jim Bequette and I journeyed to the Dan
Wesson factory for a close look at the
operation. We were favorably impressed.

Production manufacturing continues
apace, with guns being shipped every
day. New models are being introduced,
and several newly patented engineering
and design concepts are in the process of
being worked up for integration into the
product line, and the operation has an
overall healthy and even enthusiastic
glow to it (see the accompanying inter-
view with McWilliams). The in-house
service and repair operation is also back
on track, with the turnaround rate aver-
aging two weeks (as of last September)
and a goal of 24 hours (in and out) set to
be reached by the end of 1985.

So if you have been concerned that Dan
Wesson revolvers were about to vanish
from the firearms market or have had a
less-than-satisfactory experience with
the company’s customer service depart-
ment, be informed that Dan Wesson
Arms is still in business, intends to al-
ways be in business, and stands ready to
make up for any glitches its grassroots
consumers might have suffered during
the last two years.

That’s good news for handgunners. . ..

£

LEGIONNAIRES
SURVIVAL
BOOT

KNIFE

ONLY
31295

Add $1.05 Hndl.

NO DRILLING OR TAPPING

) Introducing a different BUEHLER

7 MOUNT — MB83. Installs without drill-

ing or tapping. For calibers up through

.357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish.

M83 mounts available for Colt, Smith & Wesson,
Dan Wesson and Ruger. Send for Free Catalog 40ST oo Money Back Guaranteed
f Not Fullv Satistied!!

MAYNARD P_BUEHLER, Inc.- ORINDA, CA. s:s0: | INEAna st on
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Double edge 440 stainless
steel blade. Full tang one
piece. construction. Leather
sheath with quick release
snap and metal boot/belt
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