Handloade:

The Journalof AmmunitiofiRale
> _ﬂ_—' e

May-June 1984 .
PRO-MELT
Number mm.‘.:m % A
109

C.IL ION
HOT SURF "-

e

U.S. and Canada $2.50

Foreign $3.00




Join an elite gun book club

Wolfe Library (lassics

a limited edition collector’s series in leather and gold

Wolfe Publishing has combined premium features in book construc-
tion with long out-of-print firearms and handloading classics. Every
volume in the series is much more attractive and durable than the
rare originals. Individually numbered books offered over the next
12 months are as follows. (Approximately 4 titles will be offered vearly.)

® Townsend Whelen’s The Hunting Rifle (1940)

® Elmer Keith’s Big Game Rifles and Cartridges (1936)
® F.C. Ness’' Practical Dope on the Big Bores (1948)

¢ J.R. Mattern’s Handloading Ammunition (1926)

Limited to 1,500 numbered copies — a subscription to
the series guarantees the same number assignment for
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EADER BYLINES

Three 9.5mm Wildcats
Dear Mr. Simpson:

Your comments about “a superb
woods cartridge’” (the 356 necked
up to 375 Handloader No. 105)
really rang a bell with me. Back in
1978 | designed three wildcalts | call
the 8.5 Alaskans; two were for the
336 Marlin. The 8.5R is made from
shortened (2.0 inches) 444 Marlin
cases, The other 8.5 is from necked
up .308 hulls.

For lead bullets in the Ruger No.
3, 1 use the 8.5R No. 2, which uses a
full-length 444 case necked down.

There was never a more instan-
tancously dead black bear than
one 1 shot obliquely through the
left shoulder, spine and into the
right ham with a 260-grain MNosler
(a 270-grain flat-point) at something
like 100 yards. Velocity was
around 2,150 fps in the 336. In the
Ruger No. 3, | like the 285-grain
Speer Grand Slam at 2,150 fps.

These rounds are really modern-
ized versions of the 9.5 x 57. They
are very reliable 200-yard cartridges
with either jacketed or cast bullets.
1 believe they are more effective
than either the 356 or 358,

K. AN, Fairbanks AK
Dangerous Practice!

From Handloader No. 108, in
“Reader Bylines" on page 8, a
reader’s letter mentions using a
case filler for a 4570, Mr. K5
might get away with that in a
straight-walled case, but should he
try a filler in a bottle-necked case,
he is inviting disaster!

In the 50s, that became quite a
fad. | know one shooter (better
than anyvone else) who tried this
technique in a 6 5x06 Imp. and he is
alive to tell about it!

As [ remember, there was approx-
imately 15 percent airspace over
the powder. That was filled with
cornmeal (as an inert, supposedly
near weightless materiall, then the
bullet was seated on top. At the
time, | was somewhat suspicious of
the combination, so | held the rifle
overhead and fired it What
happened from this violent explo-
sion was indeed devastating not
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only to the rifle, but a piece of
shrapnel entered my left wrist
where | now wear my watch. |
have this piece of steel in my wrist
to this day as an unpleasant
reminder of following my peers
advice. What would have
happened if 1 had fired this off of
my portable benchrest would be
anyone's guess.

Let me back up just a little and
explain just what happened. The
15 percent airspace was filled with
a supposed near-weightless
material, but this simply was not
true! 1 remember checking through
the identical powder density, bullet
weight, and the weight of the corn-
meal which weighed in at 14 grains
behind a bullet weight of 140
grains! In essence, this actually
means | was pushing 164 grains out
the barrel with a powder density
good for only 140 grains! Is there
any wonder this situation turned
critical?

1 have warned shooters (many of
them) over the years nof to use
heavy materials as filler. Materials
such as polyester fiber or even a
measured strip of Kleenex tissue

labout one inch wide for 50 percent
powder volume or less) has been
used with great success in several
rifle and pistol calibers. One and
one-half grain or even two grains of
polyester fiber fill does an excellent
job of taking up the existing air
volume, and it does the job of
keeping the powder against the
primer, too.

R.T.S., Oregon City OR

K-Hornet in 1930

Sure enjoy your fine publication,
but now and then 1 find something
| disagree with,

In your May-June '83 copy
iHandloader No. 103) it was stated
that the Kilbourn Hornet came
about in 1938-1840. | was a friend
of Lyle Kilbourn from 1828 and was
always interested in his wildcats. In
the fall of 1930, he acted as cook
in our family hunting camp. During
that time | had the opportunity to
fire both a single shot and a
repeater chambered for his K.
Hornet. The repeater was a Win-
chester 92 he remodeled and
chambered for his cartridge. Both
guns created a lot of interest
among the guests at the camp.

How many others he recham-
bered 1 don't know but many of his
friends can tell vou that guite a few
K-models were around in the 1830s.

Keep up the good work.
H.C.M., Liverpool NY @

Send 50¢
af re

==

For safety sake, trim your cases.

After a few loadings, cases tend to get longer. This could be
dangerous if the case were so long that it would pinch the
bullet in the end of the chamber. Pressure high enough
to damage the gun could result.
The simplest way to check the case and trim
to the correct safe length is with the
Lee Case Trimmer.

Notice how the case length gauge
passes through the case and stops
against the lock stud to trim every
case to the correct length. "

Want more information on Lee products?

LEE PRECISION, INC.4275HWY. U HARTFORD WISCONSIN 53027

Drily s7961:u:w|1r.|lele

Exira gauge & holder ¥3.98

ra 12-page catalog jammed full

ng bargains.




Wolfe Books

— meant to be proud
and useful additions
to your library

Our book-publishing business is only a
few vears old, but we are determined to
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can in a field well-populated with other gun
books. Our magazines, Handloader and
Rifle, are respected for their quality and
credibility; we intend our books to earn
similar respect.

We have collected and reprinted from the
magazine material to provide a single-
source reference on a subject; we have
reprinted other books which were not ours
originally, but out-of-print and in great
demand: and, we have undertaken some
original books on new material. We are
constantly looking for material, old and
new, evaluating its usefulness to shooters
and gun enthusiasts. Several books are in
production or under consideration at this
moment,

You can look to Wolfe Books as a source
of reading and reference material of great-
est value. OQOur professional staff can be
depended upon to make that material as
presentable as possible in terms of read-
ability and graphic clarity. We are
interested in presenting the very best books
we can, cover-to-cover.

We have a catalog of our current offer-
ings of books and related materials, with an

der-fi included. Send for this c 211 ' . .
?@rmcllrisfil;:; ;‘2: ;nsrﬁclf.cg: ﬂ‘::":‘icnis ;'::::nng wnlfﬁ FUh“Shlng EU, Inc

your interest in guns and shooting.

P.0O. Box 3030 138 North Montezuma
Prescott, Arizona 86302

Telephone (602) 445-7810




NY NEW cartridge generally

creates some degree of con-
troversy. This is especially true of
new, high wvelocity hunting rounds
where one hunter drops a moose dead
in its tracks with a single shot at 600
yards and another takes six shots to
kill a whitetail at 30 yards. Initially,
disputes are based on opinions and
theory. Only much later are they
based on experience on targets or
game. But | cannot remember such
instant and almost violent wrangling
as that sparked by the new 357
Maximum.

Initial hype focused on super-velo-
city and flat trajectory, mainly in
respect  to  handgun  silhouette
shooting.  Suddenly, problems ap-
peared. After a very few months
Sturm, Ruger and Company
announced a temporary halt in
production of the Blackhawk Model
SRM — the first, and for a while the
only pistol chambered for this round.
Then came a chorus of critics con-
demning the cartridge. All this ponti-
ficating took place with nothing more
than a cursory leok at the round’s
performance against steel animals

34

and no testing whatever on live

creatures.

What follows will be an objective
look at this new cartridge, its pos-
sibilities as a silhouette and/or
hunting round, the guns so far
chambered for it, problems en-
countered to date, causes and cures,

Beb Milek's article on the
Maximum in the October 1983 issue
of Guns and Ammo, concluded that
the cartridge possessed some inherent
deficiency. The pistol he tested
suffered gas-cutting inside the top
strap and severe forcing-cone erosion.
In addition, excessive amounts of hot
gases and flames escaped from the
barrel-cylinder gap. In my opinion,
his conclusion was unwarranted. Let
me explain why.

First, the cartridge: The Maximum
differs from the 357 Magnum only in
two respects — length of case (1.66
inches as opposed to 1.283 inches
respectively) and operating pressure
(48,000 psi versus 35,000 to 40,000
psil.

Second, the arms: Ruger's SRM
was the first handgun chambered for

the Maximum with something like
10,000 made before production
halted. It has been evaluated in print
many  times, Thompson/Center
chambers its Contender for the new
cartridge, but since it is a closed-
breech single-shot rather than a
revolver, and since Contenders
always behave differently than
revolvers, it has not received the bad
press the Ruger did. Because the
problems associated with the .357
Maximum have been limited to
revolvers, Milek was justified in his
limited testing of the Contender, I,
too, shall disregard it further,

Finally, Milek tested the Dan
Wesson — the first writeup on this
new sixgun (new frame, new cham-
bering) of which I am aware. He
reasoned that because both the Ruger
and Dan Wesson demonstrated the
same shortcomings, the cause must
lie with the cartridge. Unfortunately,
Milek neglected a third revolver
chambered for the .357 Maximum. By
doing so, he arrived at a false con-
clusion,

Even though the Ruger and
Wesson differ in many respects, they
are similar in others. Both, however,
are quite different from the third
revolver. Announced at the 1982
SHOT Show in Dallas, the Seville
Stainless from United Sporting Arms
was available in 7% or 10%%-inch
barrel lengths. Retailing for 3400,
the .357 Maximum is all stainless
steel except for hand-fitted walnut
grips, the blade of the adjustable rear
sight and the orange plastic blade up
front.

The grip is the same size and basic

The test pistols: top, a Ruger Model SEM with a
7-1/2-inch barrel; below, United Sporting’s Seville

with a 4-5/8-inch barrel.
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configuration as that of a Ruger SRM
fand Super Blackhawk), minus the
square-back trigger guard. The
cylinder is 1/8 inch longer than the
Ruger cylinder, and herein lies one of
the reasons why testing this gun
might have led Milek to an entirely
different conclusion.

At this point, a brief history of the
357 Maximum cartridge is in order,
As everyone knows, its development
was a joint venture between Ruger
and Remington. What is not general
knowledge is that all of Ruger’'s pre-
production testing was done with a
Remington load which utilized a 158-

grain jacketed hollnwgnlmt bullet and Above, (1) 158-grain .357 Magnum, (2) pre-production 158-grain HP
some type of non-canister powder. 357 pmaximum (note non-scalloped nose), (3) Remington production
Her_em lies a ma;a_r pmblem: the non- 158-grain HP Maximum, (4) Federal 180-grain Maximum, (5) handload
canister powder did not produce the using 180-grain Hornady |TC, (6) a handload featuring a 190-grain
flame and spitting which wrought so cast bullet (too long to chamber in the Ruger SRM).

much havoc in test guns later.

4 5

I have fired a very limited amount Below, some of the test bullets: (1) 158-grain Sierea JSP, (2) 158-grain
of this ammo, resting the frame of the Remington |HP, (3] 180-grain Sierra Silhouette, (4) 180-grain Hornady
Seville on a cloth-covered sandbag ITC-SIL, and (5} 190-grain Saeco design 351,

{the procedure used for all my
handgun testingl and have experi-

enced no undue blast from the barrel-

cylinder gap. Contrast this with the Y

day I set fire [read: flame, not smoke)

to said rag seven times out of fifty

shots with a Ruger SRM using four

different powders and the current

Remington factory load. (No, there is

no excessive cylinder gap on this gun o 3

either — 0025 inch.) When Ruger 4

went into production with the SREM,

therefore, they had no reason to 5
expect the problem of gas cutting.

Neither did they have any way of Yo

anticipating forcing cone erosion. i et e o 0 O

While my testing of pre-production ICITEBRLETS: |

1 7
3657 £
a8 379 TH
{Text continues on page 38 freajj| 863 metﬂumaﬂ |
Load data on following two pages) _l | ] I.:a)
= 080 (v 52) | *
— 1805 faa 17} — -
—1 340 (#2138} MIH. ~ 1890 (5. 55 wiax -

J. C. Munnell

MIAXIMUIMI

Munnell helieves the Seville's longer cylinder, on the
left, is one of the reasons that pistol escaped damage
from gas cutting. The use of stainless steel was another,
Mote the shorter Ruger oylinder on the right,
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.357 Maximum Loads in Ruger
extrame  slandard

pawder change bullet wikght primer wlocity sproad daviation tomperature BCOUTACY rEmArkE

lgraime) (grains) ifps) (fps) (dagress F.j {inches)
2400 18.5 Speer FNFMJ! 180 CCl 450 1,440 16 9 70 3-78

19.0 1.475 72 37 70 2

19.5 1,474 46 22 70 2-118

20.0 70 4

20.5 1,494 21 B 80 2-174

21.0 1.546 a7 13 70 4

215 1,586 7 28 65 3-5/8 near max.
IMR-4227 205 Spear FNFMJ' 180 CCl 450 1,425 109 51 50 3-3/4

21.0 1,481 B3 24 50 3114

21.5 1,513 57 23 50 2-3/4

220 1,452 (7) 188 84 70 4-1/12

225 1537 79 33 70 2304

23.0 - 70 312

235 1,569 LR - 70 24112
W-W 296 205 Speer FNFMJ' 180 CC1 450 1,371 41 17 50 3114

21.0 1,404 T 35 50 3

21.5 1,406 aon 14 a0 378

220 1,423 45 23 70 4-1/2

225 1,512 150 58 70 212

230 1,543 79 33 70 4-1/4

235 ¥ et 70 2118

24.0 1,640 B0 34 70 3114

245 1,580 9 36 65 5 near max.
H-110 20,5 Speer FMFMJ® 180 CCIl 450 1,425 189 78 50 3118

21.0 1,406 36 16 50 3-8

215 1,410 45 19 50 2:314

220 1,471 34 14 50 2112

225 1,554 355 11 a0 2-112

23.0 1,537 155 54 80 3

23.5 i 70 3

24.0 1,525 83 41 80 5

245 1,615 [ 29 80 3108 near max.
Data No.9 210 Hdy JTCSILZ 180 CCl 450 1,641 58 22 80 6-7I8 near max.
W-W 296 2.0 Hdy JTCSIL2 180 CCl 450 1,463 49 20 80 312 mild

VA very heavy efimp must be wsed with this bullet. I the bullel is allowed to £ This bullet fits well in the Ruger cylindor due to the cannelure baing larther
“walk,” gven 1o the end of the cannelune, i will jam the gun torwasd, However, it takas up mose powder space than the Speer 180-gr.

pawder

Data No. 9
Data No. 9
Data No. 9

2400
2400

IMR-42271
IMR-4227
IMR-4227

W-W 296
W-wW 206
W-W 2962
W-W 206

H-110
H-110

.357 Maximum Loads in USA Seville

charge
lgrains)

205
21.0
215

21.0
215

24.0
245
25.0

245
250
25.5
26.0

28.0
26.5

axirama standard

bullei wulght primar valocity apeaad daviation temparatere
(graing) {fps) ifps) (degress F.)
Sierra JSP 158 CCl 450 1,450 34 16 75
1,527 88 36 75
1,605 173 72 BS
Sierra JSP 158 CCl 450 1,555 69 27 75
1,570 26 12 75
Sierra JSP 158 CCI 450 1.584 44 19 75
1,604 a2 14 85
1,638 33 16 85
Sierra J5P 158 CCl 450 1,473 52 21 85
1,521 65 25 85
1,294 380 177 75
1,381 304 141 75
Sierra JSP 158 CCl 450 1,565 106 a4 85
1,562 30 12 85

accuracy

5-1/2

4-1/4
2.8

51/2
G-1/4
5-5/8

2-5/8
3314
S5-314

5-1/4

remarks

near max,

near max,

near max.

36
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pawdaer charge buliet walght primar
lgrains) igraing)

Data No. 9 19.0 Hdy JTCSIL 180 Rem 7%

Data No. 9 18.5

Data No. 9 200
2400 19.0 Hdy JTCSIL 180 Rem 7V
2400 18.5
2400 200 CCl 450
IMR-4227 220 Hdy JTCSIL 180 Rem 7%
IMR-42273 225
W-W 206 225 Hdy JTCSIL 180 Rem 7%
W-W 296 230
W 296 235 CCl 450
H-110 225 Hdy JTCSIL 180 Rem 7%
H-110 230
H-110 235 CCl 450
W-W 680 235 Hdy JTCSIL 180 CCI 450
W-W 680 240
'W-W 680 24.5
Data No, 9 19.5 Sierra FPJ 180 CCl 450
Data Mo. 9 20.0
2400 20.0 Sierra FPJ 180 CCIl 450
2400 205
IMR-4227 225 Sierra FPJ 180 CCI 450
IMR-4227 230
W-W 296 23.0 Sierra FPJ 180 CCl 450
W-W 296 235
H-110 24.0 Sierra FPJ 180 CCl 450
H-110 245
W-W 680 24.5 Sierra FPJ 180 CCl 450
W-W 680 25.0

Data No. 9% 19.0 Cast FN 190 CCl 450
Data No. 9 18.5
Data No. 9 200
Data MNo. 9 205

Data No. 9 210
2400 200 Cast FN 190 CCl 450
2400 20.5
2400 21.0
2400 215

IMR-4227 220 Cast FN 180 CCl 450
IMR-4227 225
IMR-4227 23.0
IMR-4227 235

IMR-4227 240
W-W 296 225 Cast FN 180 CCl 450
W-W 296 230
W-W 296 235
W-W 296 240
H-110 235 Cast FN 190 CCl 450
H-110 24.0
H-110 245
H-110 250
H-110 255
W-W BE0 255 Cast FN 190 CCl 450
W-W B80 26.0
W-W 680 26.5

1 a1l 4227 ioads were compressed, 24.0 grs i$ maximum with 180 & 190gr, bullets,

2 Bacause of the ematic velocity readings, no further festing was done with W-W
296 and 1his bullet

3 pyote the extreme variation in velocities with some powders belween Rem T
and CCI 480 primars,

axireme standard
wvelocily spreasd daviation tempadalure BCCUTECY romarks

ifps) [fps) {degrees F.j)  linches)
1,023 58 26 a0 3-3/4
1,515 83 41 o0 4-114
1,513 62 30 80 212
1,448 49 20 a0 3174
1,467 102 47 90 3
1,521 16 T 85 5112
1,148 46 19 a0 3-3/8
1,198 a0 40 90 5
1,534 74 a3 a0 3-3/8
1,593 34 15 a0 3-1/8
1,622 42 16 80 4
1,104 5 3 a0 4
1,150 61 29 ag 4-3/8
1,564 45 14 85 2-34
] 314
1,506 17 B a0 4
1.570 a3 48 o0 4112
1,444 B2 36 B0 2-5/8
1,477 55 26 BO 1112
1,489 35 12 BO 3
1,530 18 8 80 37i8
1,520 34 13 80 5
1,563 44 21 80 5
1,480 61 30 80 2
1,520 Tr N BO 1-1/2
1,503 [ 30 80 318
1,550 58 22 80 3
1,497 83 35 80 2
1,507 66 23 80 4-1/4
1,603 65 27 80 4-3/8
1,570 78 31 80 3-1/8
1,584 a3 a1 85 378
1,580 44 19 75 412
1,622 23 34 75 2-314
1,562 85 a7 B5 3
1,554 42 19 85 1-718
1,609 25 10 BS 5102
1,669 107 40 75 4 near max.
1,570 21 9 80 3-7IB
1,573 29 12 80 4-3/8
1,604 45 18 85 3-3/4
1,644 54 27 85 5374
1.664 65 25 80 3
1,537 56 21 80 3
1,579 46 22 B0 4-314
1,543 57 22 85 2-118
1,637 71 27 B0 3-1/8
1,549 43 21 80 2-TI8
1,566 28 12 80 5.3/4
1,544 41 18 85 2
1,576 14 6 85 334
1,678 101 44 80 3
1,518 43 24 a0 4-314
1,579 29 15 a0 314
1,588 19 10 a0 4-172

4 Orily a limited numiber of these preproduction bullets ware avallable

5This is the Saeco Mo, 351 flatbase mould, nominally 200-gr. Whean cast from
linotype, they weigh 190-ge. unsized and unlubricated. Crimp ower last driving

band. Mo leading was experienced with any of the loads tested
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Remington ammo is limited, I have
been told prototype SRMs fired
thousands of rounds of this ammo
and never suffered any problems.

The relatively light 158-grain bullet
is quite likely a major contributor to
the problem. That bullet simply
does not have sufficient mass to
contain the powder within the case or
within the cylinder while burning at
peak heat and pressure. (While
testing my Seville, [ noticed smudg-
ing on the top strap with 158-
grain bullets. With 180-grain or
heavier bullets, there was no
smudging at all. No cutting of the
top strap has been observed at all in
that pistol.

More powder is used with lighter
bullets, consequently, more flame is
generated. In the two guns I tested
so far — a Ruger SRM and a Seville
— 1 could get no higher velocity from
158-grain bullets than I did with 180-
grain, and obtained still higher
velocities at safe pressures with the
190-grain cast bullet. This indicates
the inefficiency of the lighter bullets.
Interestingly, Federal saw fit to come
out with a 180-grain factory load, but
by the time this ammunition had
been fired in wvarious test guns,
Milek's included, the 158-grain ammo
had already done its damage.

While experiencing the same
problems with my Ruger SEM as did
Milek, 1 experienced none at all with
the Sewville, This has led me to
believe there are several contributing
factors to the problems experienced
with Ruger's and Dan Wesson's
which were precluded by the USA
design.

The employment of heavier bullets
has already been mentioned and can
eliminate many of the troubles
experienced by Milek. Peak pressures
and high temperatures are contained
within the cartridge case longer by
heavier bullets. The consequently
reduced powder charges also help
lessen the Maximum’s tendency to
spit flame and hot gases out the
cylinder mouths.

While heavy bullets help reduce the
amount of gas escaping between

When does my
subscription run out?

On your mailing label, the number at
the right end of the fop line is the number
of the [asl issue of
your currenl sub-

The example shows
a subscription expivr-
ing with lzsue 25 of
the magazine on
which the label

appears.

barrel and cylinder and holding pres-
sures down, heavier bullets still
allowed enough gas to get away and
set fire to the sandbag cover while
testing the Ruger. 1 experienced
none of this, with even the hottest
loads (some of them too hot!), in the
USA handgun. The stretched-out
cylinder of the Seville contains the
burning gases longer which, in turn,
helps eliminate cutting the top strap
and eroding the forcing cone.

A factory (158-grain) 357 Mag.
round is 1.590 inches long and the
cylinder of a new model Blackhawk in
this chambering is 1.646 inches long.
A factory .357 Maximum round (158-
grain) is 1.975 inches long, while the
SRM cylinder is 1.939 inches long.
Deduct the rim thickness (neither gun
has a counter-bored cylinder) and the
Maximum cylinder is shorter in
proportion to the length of its loaded
cartridge than a .357 Magnum — 62
percent of cylinder length for the
Magnum round and a whopping 99
percent of the cylinder length for the
Maximum round.

Contrast this with a cylinder length
of 20695 inches for the USA
Maximum. That is why no such
problems are encountered in the .357
Magnum even though some hand-
loads often exceed 50,000 psi. The
Seville, with a 1/8-inch longer cylinder,
contains the burning gases until
pressures and temperatures have
peaked. Gas escaping through the
cylinder gap and reaching the top
strap and forcing cone are, therefore,
cooler and under less pressure.

As an experiment, I cut ten cases
1/8 inch short and fired them in the
Ruger SRM  using appropriately
reduced but hot handloads. While
such firings were too limited to
guarantee that shorter case solved
the problem (top-strap cutting and
forcing-cone erosion had already
taken place), no undue spitting was
noted between the barrel and
cylinder.

The eylinder of the Dan Wesson is
the same length as that of the Seville,
vet Milek experienced gas-cutting
and erosion in the Wesson too. It
appears that although a longer
cylinder would be a plus, it is not the
total solution.

It is highly probable that United
Sporting Arms' use of 17.4 Ph stain-
less steel is the reason for cutting and
erosion have not plagued their guns,
Since 1 have no formal background in
metallurgy, chemistry or physics, 1
will not offer any hypothesis to why
this may be, but on the basis of my
testing, this stance appears wvalid.
Probably the heat treatment of the

USA guns accounts, at least in part,
for their resistance to the ravages of
heat and pressure. From what |
know of heat treating, I suspect it is
not as important as the composition
of the metal itself. A test of a Dan
Wesson stainless model would be
interesting indeed.

When studying the loading charts,
the following should be kept in mind:
all velocities were averages of five-
shot groups, measured by an Oehler
M33, taken 15 feet from the muzzle.
Accuracy figures are for five-shot, 50-
vard groups. If the accuracy of the
USA gun does not particularly
impress you, keep in mind it had a 4-
5/8-inch barrel.

FederallTHMSA brass was used
throughout. Some weak case
mouths were noted during the 13th
loading of the first box of shells; on
the 15th loading a few mouths split
and the brass was discarded. Be very
careful when changing components —
Remington brass is slightly heavier.
Remington 7% primers produced
substantially less velocity with some
powders than did CCI 450 primers.

The loads show 1 did not baby the
Seville. Actually, | used some far
heavier loads, which 1 cannot repeat
here; still no problem of gas cutting
or erosion was noted. Regardless, I
would advise anyone to start at least
two grains below the lowest load
listed and work up a tenth of a grain
at a time. The Ruger digested
heavier loads but recorded no greater
velocities than the Seville,

My first reaction to the cartridge
when it was announced was that it
was an answer to a question no one
had asked. Who needs another round
which barely equals the .44 Magnum?
This prejudgment was reinforced
when 1 discovered that published
velocities were definitely not taken
from a revolver. However, with
proper handloads, muzzle energies in
the 1,200 to 1,250 foot-pound class
can be achieved even with a 4-5/8-inch
barrel. Contrary to (mostly old)
published data, there just ain't no .44
Mag. revolver in the world which will
do that. Couple this with the flatter
trajectory and better penetrating
abilities of the longer, heavier .357
inch bullet and you have a definite
winner,

I am confident that companies with
the abilities and reputations of Ruger
and Dan Wesson will modify their
guns and eliminate the problems.

The use of 180-grain or heavier
bullets, a longer cylinder, and stain-
less steel can make this cartridge one
of the best choices for hunting and
silhouette shooting. 2
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